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SKY HIGH SPORTS GUIDE TO BOOKING FLIGHTS

Booking flights is often the make-or-break factor for your rugby tour. We're here to make it simple,

stress-free, and secure.

Quick Checklist for Team Leaders:

Decide your tour destination and preferred dates early

Set a realistic budget for flights (and have a backup plan, such as a domestic tour or coach & ferry
tour)

Know when flights are released for your destination and airline type. Your Tour Manager can
assist with this.

If you are flexible on destination and date, your tour manager will find a solution to suit.
Consider group booking options for flexibility

Check baggage rules for your airline and tour needs

Always match names to passports—no exceptions!

Ask Sky High Sports for help at any time

When Are Flights Available?

Understanding Major Carriers vs. Budget Airlines

Major & Chartered Carriers

These are the big names in air travel, British Airways, Air France, KLM, Virgin Atlantic, and similar. They

typically release their flight schedules and prices up to 11 months in advance. If you're planning far

ahead, this is your best option for early access and flexibility.

Why choose a Major Carrier?

Early Access: Get your group's travel locked in up to 11 months ahead.

Flexible Group Booking: Reserve seats with a per person deposit pay the balance and submit
names 6-8 weeks before departure. Great for teams with changing rosters.

Inclusions: Hold luggage and in-flight services are usually included. Name changes and payment
deadlines are more flexible.

Support: More responsive to changes, cancellations, or emergencies, which can be a lifesaver for
groups.
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e |deal for: Long-haul flights, larger groups, or anyone wanting a smoother, more secure booking
experience.

Budget Airlines

Think EasyJet, Jet2, Ryanair, these airlines focus on low-cost, no-frills travel. They tend to release prices
closer to departure, typically 6-7 months in advance. If you're looking for the lowest fares and are flexible
on timing or extras, these are a strong option.

Why choose a Budget Airline?
e Later Release: Prices and schedules become available about 6-7 months before travel.
e Lower Base Fares; Great for budget-conscious teams, especially within Europe.

e Group Booking: Requires full payment at the time of booking, but you don’t need to submit
names immediately. Price quotes are valid for 48-72 hours.

e Extras: Everything beyond the seat (like hold luggage, seat selection, or priority boarding) is
charged separately.

e Flexibility: Recent improvements mean more flexibility with name submission, but changes or
cancellations are trickier.

e ldeal for: Short-haul trips, smaller budgets, or teams that can travel light.

Quick Comparison Table

Feature Major Carriers (Chartered) Budget Airlines

Advance Booking Up to 11 months 6-7 months

Payment Terms Deposit, balance later Full payment upfront

Name Submission Closer to departure Flexible, but deadlines apply
Luggage Usually included Usually extra

Service Level Higher (meals, support, flexibility)  Basic (pay for extras)

Best For Long-haul, groups, flexibility Short-haul, budget-focused trips
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Pro Tip:
If you want maximum flexibility and peace of mind, go with a major carrier. If your group is price-driven
and you're happy to go light on extras, a budget airline might be the way to go.

How Are Group Flights Booked?

e Major Carriers: Secure your group's seats with a deposit, finalise names and pay the balance
closer to departure. More expensive, but you get flexibility if your squad changes.

e Budget Airlines: Full payment is required upfront, but you don't need to submit names at
booking. Price quotes hold for 48-72 hours. Extras like hold luggage are often charged separately.

e Hybrid Airlines (Jet2, Aer Lingus): Offer a middle ground—deposit upfront, with names and
balance due later.

For domestic flights within Europe, we recommend EasyJet, Jet2 & Ryanair for their outstanding prices
and group booking tools.

For long-haul flights, we partner with trusted group flight agents in both the UK and US to secure cost-
effective, logistically sound options.

How Much Do Group Flights Cost?

Group ticket prices often differ from single fares. Airlines price by demand and seat blocks, not
“economies of scale.” Booking early usually means better rates, but prices can change quickly as seats fill
up.

Best Approach to Booking Flights

e Be prepared: Decide early, kick off fundraising, and be ready to book as soon as flights become
available.

e Stay flexible: Have a backup destination and alternative dates in case your first choice stretches
the budget. This back-up could be a different tour type - it is often good, for UK based groups, to
have a coach & ferry or domestic option should flights exceed the groups budget.

e Keep options open: We offer rugby tours across the World, if one destination is too pricey, we'll
help you find another great fit.
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THE RUGBY TOUR SPECIALISTS
Can Sky High Sports Arrange Flights?

Absolutely!
e We can arrange flights for your tour.
e Or,we can provide a ground package so you can shop around for flights.

e We'll advise on insurance (including supplier failure cover for independent bookings).

What About Baggage Allowance?
e Major Carriers; Hold luggage included in your package.

e Budget Airlines: We'll guote with and without hold luggage. Need extra for team kit? Just ask,

we'll get you sorted.

Important Tips

¢ Names must exactly match passports, no exceptions! Airlines will deny boarding if there's a

mismatch.

e Taxes and surcharges are included in our prices, but final amounts can fluctuate until tickets are

issued.

e  We'll always inform you of deadlines for submitting names and making balance payments.
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